Out There Media takes over Vodafone Live! Greece’s entire mobile ad operation

by: Cian Wednesday, February 11th, 2009 

Out There Media released some pretty significant news across Europe today. Initially I was confused by the press release which wasn’t very clear, but a phone call from Out There’s Co-CEO Kerstin Trikalitis and Ted Lelekas, VP Communications cleared everything up. Their news is that Out There Media is now the exclusive mobile advertising partner for Vodafone Live! in Greece.
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This deal was actually clinched at the end of December, but at the time the story was only broken to the Greek media. Out There released the story to the pan-European today, ahead of the MWC. Out There Media is now exclusively responsible for dealing with advertising agencies and clients, managing campaign creation and management. MADS will be responsible for the technical implementation and support of the campaigns.

From the release:
These quotes are from Greek media and advertising gurus who attended the Greek announcement of this service back in December.

George Marmarokopos, General Manager, Initiative Media Digital, commented:  “I am very excited to witness the birth of this revolutionary advertising paradigm in the Greek market, and I am confident that it will be rapidly embraced by all Mobile Operators.  Mobile Advertising has immense potential in Greece and, thanks to Out There Media, we can all make the most of it!”

Christos Latos, General Manager, OgilvyOne Athens, commented: “Advertising, as we used to know it, will never be the same again. We are very happy to be here tonight and we are looking forward to lots of successful mobile advertising campaigns in collaboration with Out There Media”.

George Zalokostas, Media Director, Unilever Hellas, commented: “Out There Media and Vodafone are leading the Greek advertising world to a new era. Mobile Advertising presents us with new targeted and effective ways to reach the right customer anytime and anywhere. Based on what I have seen tonight, we will undoubtedly be commissioning our first Mobile Advertising campaign with Out There Media and Vodafone very soon!”

What we think?
This is really big news. First off, congratulations to Out There Media for nabbing such a huge deal. But that’s not the important issue here - what strikes me is that Vodafone has just shopped out it’s entire mobile advertising branch in Greece. If this is the beginning of a proper trend then we could be seeing the growth of a true mobile Internet ecosystem. This is something that really bears watching, it could affect everyone in this industry.

